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Replace Smoke and CO Alarm Batteries Each Year at Daylight Savings Time
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is urging consumers to replace their smoke alarm and carbon monoxide (CO) alarm batteries this Sunday as clocks are turned ahead for Daylight Saving Time. Or in when we “fall back” if you prefer. 
“Safeguard your family by putting new batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms this weekend,” said CPSC’s Acting Chairman Nancy Nord. “Properly working smoke and CO alarms can alert you to a fire or poisonous carbon monoxide in your home and give you valuable escape time.”
Heating Systems
To help prevent deaths and injuries, CPSC and CDC also urge consumers to:

· Have your heating system, water heater and any other gas, oil, or coal burning appliances serviced by a qualified technician every year. 

· Install battery-operated CO and smoke alarms in your home. 

· Locate CO alarms outside the bedrooms in each separate sleeping area. 

· Locate smoke alarms on each level of the house and inside every bedroom. 

· Replace smoke and CO alarm batteries when you change the time on your clocks each spring and fall and check batteries monthly. 

· If an alarm sounds, leave your home immediately and call 911. 

· Seek medical attention immediately if you suspect CO poisoning and are feeling dizzy, lightheaded or nauseous. 

Fireplaces:
· Have flues and chimneys inspected before each heating season for leakage and blockage by creosote or debris. 

· Open the fireplace damper before lighting the fire and keep it open until the ashes are cool. Never close the damper if the ashes are still warm. An open damper may help prevent build-up of poisonous gases inside the home. 

· Store fireplace ashes in a fire resistant container and cover it with a lid. Keep the container outdoors and away from combustibles. 
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Cell Phone Batteries: CPSC, CTIA Working Together to Keep Consumers Safe 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Cell phones are ubiquitous in today's modern culture, with more than 170 million wireless consumers making billions of calls each year in the United States. While the convenience and usefulness of wireless devices add to their growing popularity, it is increasingly important for consumers to follow guidelines on the maintenance of wireless phones and batteries. 

Lithium-ion (Li-Ion) batteries, which are commonly found in today's cellular phones, have a lot of energy in a small package. Li-Ion batteries are more sensitive to physical stress than alkaline batteries found in toys and flashlights and need to be treated with more care. 

To promote the safe use of cell phones, batteries and chargers, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and CTIA-The Wireless Association, the trade organization representing various facets of the wireless industry, recommend the following: 

1. Do not use incompatible cell phone batteries and chargers. Some Web sites and second-hand dealers, not associated with reputable manufacturers and carriers, might be selling incompatible or even counterfeit batteries and chargers. Consumers should purchase manufacturer or carrier recommended products and accessories. If unsure about whether a replacement battery or charger is compatible, contact the manufacturer of the battery or charger. 

2. Do not permit a battery out of the phone to come in contact with metal objects, such as coins, keys or jewelry. 

3. Do not crush, puncture or put a high degree of pressure on the battery as this can cause an internal short-circuit, resulting in overheating. 

4. Avoid dropping the cell phone. Dropping it, especially on a hard surface, can potentially cause damage to the phone and battery. If you suspect damage to the phone or battery, take it to a service center for inspection. 

5. Do not place the phone in areas that may get very hot, such as on or near a cooking surface, cooking appliance, iron, or radiator. 

6. Do not get your phone or battery wet. Even though they will dry and appear to operate normally, the circuitry could slowly corrode and pose a safety hazard. 

7. Follow battery usage, storage and charging guidelines found in the user's guide. 

"CPSC has received reports of incidents and injuries involving cell phones batteries and chargers in a variety of environments," said CPSC Chairman Hal Stratton. "CPSC will continue to do its part by investigating and recalling batteries that present a safety hazard, and we ask that consumers do their part by following some basic safety steps in their day-to-day use of cell phone batteries."
